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30 Years and Counting!
Looking Back: Still Open After All 
These Years

Thirty years ago St. Elizabeth Shelter 
opened its doors in a rented house 

on Don Gaspar. Most of the original 13 
members of the Board of Directors are 
no longer with us, but Margaret Sears, 
who became secretary and then vice 
president of the board, remembers the 
early days well.
Margaret had worked in the mental 

health field as a music therapist. A friend 
of hers from the United Church of Santa 
Fe was on the board of Casa de Paz, one 
of Santa Fe’s several previous short-lived 
homeless shelters, got her interested 
in their work, and Margaret joined the 
board, too.
But Casa de Paz had struggled from the 

beginning and was continually moving 
from one small rented house to another.

“We were overwhelmed and just 	
limping along, moving from place to 
place and on our last legs, worried about 
what would happen if we closed,” she 
says. “The obvious answer was to ask a 
church or congregation to take us over. 
But we wanted to be all-inclusive and 
welcoming to all and not align with just 
one faith.”

At this time in the mid-1980s, the 
closing of governmental mental-health 
facilities was leading to a large increase 
in the homeless population, and Santa 
Fe was no exception. Realizing this, an 
interfaith group of community leaders 
began looking for solutions and de-
cided that a new larger homeless shelter 
might be a temporary answer. Soon 
they began organizing a board for the 
new organization and the seeds for St. 
Elizabeth Shelter were sown.

Giving Never Tasted This Good!

Saturday, October 22nd, 2016
5:30pm-9pm  |  After Party 9pm-11pm

Eldorado Hotel
 Ticket Price : $125 Dinner & Auction 

After Party : Free for Sponsors and VIPs 
$20 General Attendees

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Buy Tix : www.steshelter.org
Questions? (505) 982-6611 x104

“Jim Brown, who was minister at First 
Presbyterian, really got the place going” 
she says. “He, Rabbi Leonard Helman 
and Mike Cerletti, who later became 
the first Secretary of Tourism in New 
Mexico, all knew people of means and 
secured the donations to get St. Eliza-
beth started.
After they rented the house on Don 

Gaspar, Casa de Paz closed and I joined 
the St. E’s board. “When St. Elizabeth 
opened, it only housed men who slept 
on mats in the basement and had to all 
share one bathroom,” Margaret says. 
“But even that was a big step up from 
Casa de Paz.”
The new non-profit, non-denomina-

tional organization was named after St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first native-
born American saint in the Catholic 
Church, who founded the Sisters of 

Charity. Sister Shirley LeBlanc was hired 
as the first executive director.
“She brought a professional’s touch 

and really got the place up and running,” 
Margaret says. “She created an operating 
manual with policies and procedures for 
staff and guests and ran a tight ship. She 
also was good at attracting volunteers.”
Maria Lopez, program manager at the 

Men’s Emergency Shelter, was among 
those first volunteers.
“I started by coming in every Saturday 

and cooking for 20 people,” she says. 
“When we moved from Don Gaspar 
to the current facility on Alarid Street, 
Sister Shirley asked me if I would be 
interested in a permanent job. At first I 
said no, but the more I thought about it, 
the more the mission spoke to me, and 
now I’ve been here for nearly 30 years.”                   
Continued on Page 3

Margaret Sears revisits St. E’s and recollects the Early Days



In 1986 a farsighted group of civic 
leaders got together to address the 

growing homeless population in Santa 
Fe. They started small, renting a house 
and only accommodating men. But 
over the past 30 years, as numbers and 
needs have grown, so has St. Elizabeth. 
So much so that now, on any given day, 
we’re housing 125 men, women and 

children in five separate facilities.
This expansion is due to our listening and responding to 

those who have become homeless. We witnessed more women 
with children finding their families destitute, more people 
with mental illnesses who may have disability income but no 
place to stay, seniors homeless for years and now with growing 
health issues. It was not growth for growth’s sake, but in direct 
response to the needs and issues of the varied people we serve.

During these 30 years, we have gotten very good at listening 
and responding to those who find themselves homeless. We meet 
our guests where they are at this moment in life and together 
craft a plan that’s workable and attainable. That’s why we’re able 
to successfully help them through their hurdles and hardships 
to find stable housing. Last year, we helped move 48 percent of 
the single men and 78 percent of the women and families from 
our two emergency shelters into stable housing and new lives. 
And we will continue to improve these numbers until we work 
ourselves out of a job.

MISSION:
St. Elizabeth Shelter is dedicated to assisting homeless 
individuals and families by providing emergency shelter, 

food, case management, counseling, supportive 
housing and referrals to partnering 

human-service agencies.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janey Sherman, President

Rick Carboni, Vice President
Emily Smith, Secretary

Coralie Whitmore, Treasurer
Sam Baca

Grant Davis
Don Wallis

Marianne Luna
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Father James Wolff
Ex-Officio

Deborah Tang
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Deborah Tang, Executive Director
Michael Bartlett, Business Manager

James Podesta, Director of Development
Elizabeth Carovillano, Community Outreach
Eric Lopez, IT,Development & Data Manager

MEN’S EMERGENCY SHELTER
Maria Lopez, Program Manager

Edward Archuleta, Case Manager
Adolph Cata, Overnight Supervisor
Ozell Brown, Overnight Supervisor

Jake Fulmer, Shift Supervisor
Dusti Nichols, Shift Supervisor

Ed Davidson, Day Shift Supervisor
Kyra Thomson, Intern

Ben Myler, Intern
Alex Small, Intern

CASA FAMILIA URGENT TRANSITION CENTER
Kehala Two Bulls, Program Manager

Lawrence Sena, Case Manager
Brad Burgwardt, Shift Supervisor

Georgette Cooper, Shift Supervisor
Kiana Cateriano, Shift Supervisor

Allison Sasso, Shift Supervisor
Parvannah Lee, Shift Supervisor

Vicki Gabin, Shift Supervisor
CASA CERRILLOS SUPPORTIVE LIVING PROGRAM

Shane Lampman, Program Manager
Bill Kumpey, Case Manager

SIRINGO SENIOR HOUSING PROGRAM
Samuel Chavez, Program Manager

SONRISA FAMILY SUPPORTIVE LIVING PROGRAM
Neal Windham, Program Manager
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Deborah Tang, 
Executive Director
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Thank You to Our Dedicated Chefs!

To View the List of  Donors Visit our website - www.StEshelter.org 

Amma Center
Matthew Armijo

Marilyn Batts
Natalie Rivera Benavent

Janet Berry
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Joni Brenneisen
Bob Butler

Jocelyn Cariz
Carlotta & Friends
Jaime Cervantes
Chandler Chase

Chris & Catherine
Christ Lutheran Church

Perla Clifton
Azul Cobb

Phillip “Dallas” Damron
Susie Dixon
Jackie Dulle

Episcopal Church of  the Holy Faith
Stacy Erickson & Friends

Sarah Fiori
First Christian Church

First Community Bank Employees
Vickie Gabin
Buck Gage
Kay Garcia

Ray Hartl
Amber Hazard

Melanie Hornstein
Brian Hughes

Institute of  American Indian Arts/Toni 
Olver

Interfaith Cooking Group
Jim & Nadia

Los Hermanos Crusados
Lutheran Church of  the Servant

Mike Miller
Monica Miller-Hellwegen

Sharon Mitchell
Mormon Families

Cate Moses
Papa Murphy’s

New Life Church
Sylvia Nelms

Monica Ontiveros-Branchard
Kathleen Ortiz

Over the Arroyo
Judith Polich

Ron & Frances Porterfield
Yvonne Righetti

Dan Rusthoi, Patrick Christopher, Gary 
Denmark & Marga Friberg

Bud Ryan & Friends

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
San Isidro Catholic Young Adults

Anna Sanchez
Santa Fe Centro Rotary Club

Santa Fe Indian School
Santa Fe Prep T.A.P.

Rick Scibelli, Jr.
Martha Schultz
Nicole Schultz

Lisa Schutz
Secular Franciscan Order

Sherry Smith
Romona Tenorio

Susan Tixler
Trujillo-Preston Families

Unitarian Los Alamos Youth Group
United Church of  Santa Fe

US Bank/Cecilia Roybal
Marie White

Friends of  Father Jim Wolff
Zia United Methodist Church

If  you are interested in joining our 
fabulous kitchen team, call Maria Lopez, 

Men’s Emergency Shelter program manager, at 
982-6611, or Kehala Two Bulls, Casa Familia 

program manager, at 983-2042.

Edward Archuleta, case manager at the Men’s Emergency 
Shelter, is another former volunteer whose life has been 
intertwined with St. Elizabeth almost from the start.

“I came by the house on Don Gaspar to make a small 
donation, and Sister Shirley asked me to volunteer,” he 
says. “Within a few years, I was asked to join the Board of 
Directors.  And now, after a hiatus of several years, I’m 
back as case manager. This place gets in your blood.”

Since its humble beginnings, St. Elizabeth has grown in 
concert with Santa Fe’s increasing needs. It now operates 
five separate residential facilities, two emergency shelters 
– the Men’s and Casa Familia for women and families 
with children – and three longer-term supportive housing 
programs:  Casa Cerrillos for adults with disabilities, Son-
risa for families and Siringo for seniors. It offers a weekly 

Homeless Legal Clinic, participates in the City of Santa Fe’s 
monthly Homeless Court and provides many outreach services. 
All together, St. Elizabeth serves more than 2,000 people every 
year and today, 30 years later, remains the only year-round, 
full-service homeless shelter in Santa Fe and all of Northern 
New Mexico.

“It was tough in the beginning, and there were times I didn’t 
know if we would survive,” Margaret says. “But somehow our 
generous community always provided enough money to keep 
us open, so I think St. Elizabeth was meant to be. And now it’s 
just awesome, as the kids would say!”

30 Years Continued...
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